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NUACHT  

NA CROISE NAOFA 

Birthdays:  

Lá Breithe Shona Duit to 

the children who celebrate 

their birthdays this week!.  

Johnny, Rang 3 –will be 10 

years old  

Matthew, Snr Infs, Ms. 

Dobey, will be 7 years old  

Harry, Jnr Infs, Ms 

Kearns, will be 6 years old 

Iarla, Snr Infs, Ms. Dobey, 

will be 7 years old  

Charlie, Jnr Infs, Ms. Reil-

ly, will be 6 years old  

Here’s hoping that your 

special 

day will 

be filled 

with love 

and hugs!  

Some Good News—Dea-Scéal 
Mar is eol daoibh bíonn gach éinne i Scoil na Croise Naofa ana mhaith 

ag labhairt Gaeilge—bhuel, tá duais eile buaite againn! We have been 

awarded the much-coveted second flag in the GAELBHRATACH com-

petition for all of our great work ag labhairt Gaeilge! The representa-

tive from Gael Linn was in contact with me to let me know—they were 

very impressed with all of the boys and girls in our school ag úsáid 

cúpla focal i gcónaí. Some pupils have even posted as Gaeilge on Twit-

ter– maith sibh Sorcha agus Ronan!!! We will have a big celebration 

when we all get back to school! 

Dominic from Sanctuary Synthetics (the Astro Company) was on to 

me and they are ready to start putting down our new Astro play area 

as  soon as Mr. Varadkar gives us the go ahead and it is safe to do so. I 

will let you all know and post some photos as soon as this happens. I 

know that our School Caretaker Paul always keeps an eye on our 

school to make sure that the weeds don’t get a hold in our play areas 

and school yards—go raibh míle maith agat Paul. 

This Monday is a Bank Holiday, the teachers will not set homework 

for Monday. Homework for Tuesday to Friday will be available from 

Monday night.  

Keep sending on your photos, poems, articles, stories and more for 

either the Nuachtlitir or Twitter. They give a real lift to everyone who 

sees them. You are helping to lift people’s spirits in this trying time. I 

would like to thank sincerely those boys and girls who go to the effort 

to do this for us all—ardaíonn sé an chroí ionainn!! 

Our pupils have been absolutely fabulous for the past two months and 

I know they will continue to be their brilliant selves in the coming 

months as restrictions lift.  In the meantime, stay safe and be kind to 

everyone you meet—sure it’s the Holy Cross Way! 

 

Beir bua is beannacht, 

Mr. Ultan Mac Mathúna 

https://www.aladdin.ie/student/5682693224267776
https://www.aladdin.ie/student/6216010287808512
https://www.aladdin.ie/student/5687754358784000
https://www.aladdin.ie/student/5148762269810688


A lovely letter from Fr. John came in this week—have a read here: 
 
Dear Boys & Girls, 
I would like to say hello to you and your families. I receive the Nuacht every week and it 
is a great joy to hear of all that is happening in school. I love reading the stories that you 
share. It is fantastic to see how you can continue your schoolwork at home. I think your 
parents and teachers are brilliant, in how they are helping you.  
The greatest news I hear, is how you are continuing to bring love and joy to your family 
and neighbours. From your grandparents, I learn of your kindness and how you are help-
ing them to learn all the new technology.  
Imagine, every day I celebrate 10.30am Mass in an empty church building. But, it is not 
empty!  As, guess what? Over 300 families are watching daily and more than 1,000 on a 
Sunday. During the last month, people from 70 countries have watched our Mass via the 
webcam. I have received emails from people who are watching in Stockholm, Madrid, 
Cheltenham, Vancouver and Perth. Every day I try to share a little message of hope 
about Jesus. Join us with your family at www.dundrumparish.com/webcam  
Have you heard that all around the world children are creating pictures of hope and 
putting them on their windows? Often it is a picture of a rainbow with a message of 
hope or a prayer. A rainbow, in the bible, is a sign that God will be always by our side.  
Last Sunday at our family mass, I invited everyone at home to create a picture or to tell a 
story of hope. I asked that both children and adults might send me some of their pic-
tures/stories that I could put in the church or display on the church railings. You might 
like to take part in #pictureforhope. Imagine all the pictures & stories we could share.  
I am sad that our celebration of First Holy Communion will not be happening this month. 
We were all looking forward to our special day in Holy Cross Church on 17th May. I as-
sure you that when we can gather again, we will plan for the First Holy Communion.  
This month, we are praying especially for our children who will receive Jesus, the Bread 
of Life, for the first time later in the year. 
Can I also ask you to pray for the people who I meet in my work as a priest? I would like 
to thank our teachers and all in our school who are helping us.  
God Bless, 
Fr. John Bracken 
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Now that’s the kind of 

science experiment I 

could enjoy everyday of 

the week!! 

Fintan made Rice Krispie 

buns for his science experi-

ment this week (liquid v sol-
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Jessica and An-

nabel are spend-

ing some quality 

time in the 

sun—good to see 

the GAA skills 

being practiced 

during lock-

down! 

Sanjeeth is busy at his 
desk these days writing 
and reading. 

 

Ruth and Henrique are 
busy in the kitchen—nice 
headwear guys! 

Weekly Whole School Challenge! 
Hats off to Olivia from Ms. Dobey’s Snr Infants class who sent the most 

wonderful rap to us this week all about how she is dealing with the lock-

down. If you haven’t seen it on Twitter check it out now … it’s brilliant! It 

is also on our school website homepage. 

For next week’s challenge, let’s try to design/make/decorate/

develop a pair of socks that make you smile. Try to go a little crazy 

with your designs and send a photo on to myself or Mr. Forristal for 

Twitter. 

Hi Mr Mac, Hope you are well. This 
week we've been doing a lot of cy-
cling for active homweek. We also 
learnt how to do "marbling" on Home 
School Hub. You use shaving foam 
and food colouring to make art. It 
was really messy (our Mum loved it!) 
but it was great fun. Hope to see you 
soon James & Grace 

Holly and Jamie made a City of 

Lego . It is not apparent if they 

got planning permission before-

hand but I hope they helped with 

the deconstruction and tidying 

away afterwards!! 
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        Dundrum  

Dublin 14 

21st April 2020 

Dear Holy Cross 6th Class student in 2120, 

I hope you are well and that the cycle of the bad pandemics that struck in 1820, 1920 and 2020 

has not repeated in 2120.  

Life is extremely strange at the moment. We are living through COVID 19. It is a virus that is af-

fecting the entire world. Many people have sadly lost their lives during the crisis. 

Young people like me can't go to the shops, cinemas, play areas, leisure centres or any fun activity 

places. All schools are closed since Friday the 13th of March (only realised the 13th omen now!) 

All after-school activities like GAA hurling and football are cancelled. (I hope they are still a sport 

in 2120, if not look at Lee Keegan the Mayo Footballer or Hurler Joe Canning on YouTube). 

It's difficult because you can't call over to your friends and play, you can’t go for a cycle and also 

can't visit other families who do not live in your house.  

To stay safe we have stayed at home for six weeks, I don't visit or play with friends, or I don't go to 

the shops. I stay within 2km of my home. When I go for a walk with my family we stay 2 meters 

apart from others out walking. We must wash our hands a hundred times a day, my sister's hands 

are raw and irritated because of all the washing. We have to make sure we cough and sneeze into 

our elbows or tissues and throw it out and wash our hands again! 

We are trying to help people who are cocooning like older people over 70, or those with underly-

ing health issues. My dad goes shopping for my older neighbours and my mum helps people with 

disabilities to get online so they can still see and talk to their friends and family. My family took 

part in the Light for Hope and the cheer for health care workers.  

I keep myself entertained by playing on my Xbox with my friends. I mostly play Fortnite but 

sometimes play Roblox or Minecraft. I play outside with my sister, mostly on our swing set or in 

my box fort. When I'm not allowed on my Xbox I watch movies or cop series on Netflix. I also 

Zoom call friends and family and play games like ‘Would you rather?’ or ‘Charades’. I try to help 

out around the house. I help clean and hang out the clothes, empty the dishwasher, peeling the 

vegetables and baking.   

In this time capsule, I have included a toothbrush, hand sanitizer and a mask to show what life is 

like for us now, playing cards and a guide on how to build my Box-Fort. 

I'm very disappointed that I probably won't be going back to school this year but I know that by 

the schools being closed we have less chance of getting the virus or spreading it to others.  

Kind Regards,  

James Denis Gavra Boland  (Rang 6, Holy Cross School, Dundrum) 

James’ Time Capsule  Letter 



Mia has 
chosen a 
great Sci-
entist . 

Marie  

Curie 
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Antoni ‘s Olympics Project 

Rang 1 have been busy doing projects 

about the Olympics. Maeve Henson 

has reminded us of the many connec-

tions that Holy Cross School has with 

that wonderful festival of sport: 

‘Did you know we have 3 Olympians 

among our past pupils!! Nick 

Sweeney went to Holy Cross School. 

He competed in the discus the sum-

mer Olympics in 1992 (Barcelona), 

1996 (Atlanta), 2000 (Sydney) and 

2004 (Athens). Noel Berkeley also 

competed in Barcelona in the 

10,000m. John Farrelly was on the 

winter Olympic Bobsleigh team in ‘91. Nick’s dad was Mr. Sweeney 

who was a teacher in Holy Cross from 1960 to 2005 and was Vice prin-

cipal for over 30 Years!!’. 

Max and Harry Elliott’s grandfather also represented Ireland in the 

1948 Olympics in London as captain of the Irish soccer team. 

Alex and Lisa Egan’s grandad competed in the Winter Olympics for 

Austria.  

THE  

HOLY  

CROSS  

WAY 

 

RESPECT  

RESPONSIBILITY 

KINDNESS 

TRY YOUR BEST 

INCLUDE ALL 

COMMUNITY 

Rang 5 have 

been writing 

about Nobel 

Prize win-

ners they 

admire. 

Donnchadh 

and Christo-

pher picked 

two great 

guys.   

 



CÚINNE GAEILGE 

 

Duais Buaite!! Holy Cross Win Another Award! 

Scéal iontach an seachtain seo—tá an Gaelbhratach buaite againn!! 

Bhí oifigeach an eagrais Gael Linn in dteagmháil linn agus de bharr an oiread sin oibre atá déanta 
againn cheana féin, deir siad go bhfuil an brat tuillte againn—chomhgairdeas le gach éinne ar an 
gcoiste agus gach éinne sa scoil!! 

Well done to all committee members and to everyone in the school—Holy Cross has been awarded 
our second flag for promoting spoken Irish—maith sibh ar fad! 

Ar An Idirlíon An Seachtain Seo 
Scileanna na hiomána le Ciarán Kilkenny 

Tá sraith físeán curtha le chéile ag Ciarán Kilkenny chun cabhrú le himreoirí  barr feabhais a chur ar a 
gcuid scileanna. Is féidir teacht ar na físeáin anseo: 

https://twitter.com/CKKilkenny93/status/1254003739595325442 

Clár Nua ar TG4 

Thosaigh clár nua Cúla4 ar Scoil Dé Luain dírithe ar dhaltaí bunscoile fad is a bheidh siad sa bhaile ón 
scoil. Glac páirt idir 10am agus 10.30am gach maidin ó Luan go hAoine 

https://www.cula4.com/en/shows/cula4-ar-scoil/ 

The Travelling Koala 

Emma Jane in Rang 3 w r ote 

a fantastic story for her home-

work called ‘The Travelling Koa-

la’. It was a story about Bill the 

koala bear and his friend and 

rescuer, animal activist, Kate. 

They travelled all over the world 

visiting great cities 

such as Paris, 

Rome and Sydney. 

They even had 

lunch with the 

Pope! 

IS MISE AN MÚINTEOIR 

Abairt na seachtaine: A dhiabhail … tá sé ag cur báistí! 

(blast it … it’s raining! 

https://twitter.com/CKKilkenny93/status/1254003739595325442
https://www.cula4.com/en/shows/cula4-ar-scoil/

