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EXPLORATION STATIONS 
Learning through play in the younger classes is a 
key element of the Primary Language Curricu-
lum. At school, the children follow a very struc-
tured programme through which they learn and 
develop. Although this has the appearance of 
play there is a huge amount of planning, orches-
tration and assessment involved. The teachers in 
Rang 1, along with Ms. Palmer, are rolling out a 
specific set of lessons tailored to the children 
and we are delighted with how it’s going. Many 
thanks to Ms. Palmer, Ms. Dobey and Mrs. 
McCann for all of their hard work. See their mes-
sage below on how things are going: 

Both of our First Classes have been enjoying 
learning and playing in our ‘Exploration Sta-
tions’. This is a continuation of 
the Aistear play programme that the children 
took part in when they were in Junior and Senior 
Infants. The children have really enjoyed learning 
about the food pyramid and healthy eating 
and all about our teeth and the work of 
the dentist. It is wonderful to see the chil-
dren playing and working together in 
groups. They are all using new words and lan-
guage that they have learned while they play 
which is fantastic! Take a look at our fun activi-
ties below.   

 

 

ACCORD are the agency who come in each year to do 

some work with the children in 5th and 6th classes on Rela-

tionships and sexuality Education. This year due to re-

strictions we will only be doing this with Rang 6 and it is 

happening today via Zoom in the classroom. If you have a 

child in 6th Class please make sure to chat with them 

about what they learned today in school. 

We hope to have ACCORD in again 

early next year to work with the chil-

dren in the current 5th Class. 

SCHOOL PHOTO  

TOMORROW 

School photos will be taken to-

morrow—please ensure that 

the children are in their school  uniform 

for the occasion. Weather permitting they 

will be taken outdoors. 

Tests & Reports For This School Year 

This school year has been quite different from any oth-

er. Although the Dept. of Education has directed 

schools to roll out the standardised testing in literacy & 

numeracy we are acutely aware that this is far from a 

standard year. We will set the tests for the children as 

usual but we will be keeping it all to the minimum of 

fuss. Parents will of course be sent the results as part of 

the end of year report as usual. Every year the staff ex-

amines the results for the whole school. We are satis-

fied that this year’s pattern of results will be the same 

as every other year. The children, their teachers and 

parents have all worked so well in ensuring that any 

time lost has been  made up. It is far more important 

that we turn down the emphasis on this type of testing 

and concentrate on our core values. 


