
 

NUACHT  

NA CROISE NAOFA 
30. 

03, 

‘20 

IS MISE AN MÚINTEOIR 
Abairt na seachtaine seo: Ar mhaith leat do sheomra a ghlanadh? 

(Would you like to clean your room?) 

Birthdays: Lá Breithe Shona Duit to all of the children who celebrate their 

birthdays this week.  

David  in Rang  5  -  11 years old 

Alex in Rang 1  - 7 years old  

Emily in Ms McCann’s Class  -  6 years old  

Séan in Rang 1  -  8 years old  

Casper in Rang 3 -  9 years old 

Dear Parents/Guardians and pupils, 

What a challenging time we are experiencing! I hope everyone is doing well and keeping their spirits up. Nor-

mally at the weekend when I plan the Nuachtlitir I wonder how to fit everything in. Making space to include all 

that goes on in our school from week to week is a very enjoyable job which reflects on our school community 

so well - we’re a very active bunch! This week however, we have no hurling matches to organise, no Spring 

Dramas in the Hall and no special school Easter events to announce! What to do with all of the space? Well, 

here is an opportunity for me to hand over the content of the Nuachtlitir to families! I am  inviting you all to 

send me good news stories for inclusion in our weekly edition until this current situation comes to an end. It 

might be a nice way for children to share with their school friends and for our school community to stay con-

nected. Submissions can be in the form of a one-liner, a short article or even a poem—go on, give it a go!! 

Stories such as new puppies, planting a bed of flowers, etc. would be ideal. Anything that would bring a smile 

to those reading would be perfect. I am reminded of a boy many years ago when I was teaching a Senior In-

fants Class, who when asked for a contribution to An Nuacht on the blackboard told the class that he had new 

Superman underpants! It brought a smile to all at the time and went up on the blackboard, but probably not 

best suited to our weekly Nuachtlitir! (Parents, you may need to explain to the children what a blackboard in a 

classroom was!)  

So, please send in your pieces of news please to principal@holycrossschool.ie —they can be one liners or small 

articles, really whatever suits. I will endeavour to fit them all in—it’s over to you!  

If you have a photo you might consider tagging the school on Twitter if you are posting! 

Parents can also use my email address above if they want to communicate with me directly at anytime during 

the course of this extraordinary set of circumstances. 

Stay safe and take care, 

Beir bua is beannacht, 

Ultan Mac Mathúna 

https://www.aladdin.ie/student/4584094436425728
https://www.aladdin.ie/student/5914178518777856
https://www.aladdin.ie/student/5794963774242816


 

OBAIR SA BHAILE—SCHOOL WORK AT HOME 
 

Well done to all teachers, parents and pupils who are beaver-
ing away at home having a crack at the assigned work each 
day.  

Last Thursday there was a Staff Meeting for all of the teachers 
on a video conference. The purpose of this was to ascertain 
how best we can support families as the current situation ex-
tends. The teachers wanted the parents to be aware of the 
following important information: 

The purpose of this work is: 

1. to keep the children’s minds agile 

2. provide a structure for families  

3. provide a space for reinforcing what the children have already learned in school 

It is not home-schooling—that is something else altogether. The school is still where the children will 
learn through the curriculum and when we get back to school the teachers will be able to work with 
the children again as normal. (It was great to hear An Taoiseach Mr. Varadkar mention a possible re-
turn by May/June, so fingers crossed —please see the poem on page 3.) 

Under no circumstances should parents feel that this is some kind of competition to be the best at 
school work with your children - it’s not! Structure/routine, continuing mental agility and consolida-
tion of what has already been learned is all that’s going on. If it is a fine day, time spent planting in the 
garden or on window boxes can be just as beneficial.  

What is being assigned is work that the children can do if it suits what is going on at home. We have 
over 200 different families in our school community so it is very important that each family does 
whatever fits for them. Some families have parents working from home, some families have parents 
who have to travel in to work, (a special mention of heartfelt thanks to those on the frontline in 
healthcare) some families may be dealing with sick family members—we have a myriad of different 
situations so please add or subtract from what is sent home accordingly. 

Moving forward, in order to provide parents and pupils with further support the 
teachers will be sending out their email addresses with the work on Aladdin this 
week. This will provide an opportunity for parents and pupils can give feedback or ask 
for guidance. We want to ensure that parents feel supported and that the children 
can submit work to their teachers if and when requested to do so. 

In the meantime, I would like to take this opportunity to remind the children about their responsibil-
ity to continue to do things The Holy Cross Way. All of the boys and girls should do all they can to help 
at home, think of and pray for others, keep positive and stay active. 

 

Stay safe and God bless, 

Ultan Mac Mathúna 

 



 


