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NUACHT  

NA CROISE NAOFA 

Birthdays:  

Lá Breithe Shona Duit to 

the children who cele-

brate their birthdays 

this week!. Would you be-

lieve that we have only 

two children in the whole 

school whose birthdays 

fall this week! 

Harshiv, Junior Infants 

with Ms Kearns, will be 5 

years old and 

Tia in 5th Class will be 11 

years old 

Here’s hoping that your 

special day will be filled 

with love and hugs!  

Keep On Keeping On 

As the weeks progress we find ourselves hopefully falling into a pat-

tern. At this stage of things we are getting all too familiar with our 

new routines—but routines are good. Regular rising and going to bed 

times; regular meal times; regular times at which we work, rest and 

play are all good for us. Although these days are challenging, as usual 

the children and adults in the Holy Cross School community are ris-

ing to that challenge and following The Holy Cross Way. As one par-

ent who contacted me said, ’the kids really miss their daily routine 

and their sports but I think we can be really proud of them all and 

the way they are handling themselves’. We are indeed proud of them 

all as many come to terms with their new reality—maith sibh ar fad, 

táimid ana bhródúil asaibh. 

I must thank most sincerely our Deputy Principal Mr John Mc Grath 

who produced, administered and reported on a very useful survey 

this week. It was great for the teachers to be able to get such feedback 

on our work. At Thursday’s Staff Meeting we discussed the findings 

of the survey and were able to come to some decisions which will 

help you guys out at home (the findings of the survey are synopsised 

in this Nuachtlitir on pg 2). As you will understand, with school work 

there are many variables. Add to those, the many variables in each 

household and we are juggling many, many different balls at the one 

time. We have tried to suit as many as possible while at the same 

time very conscious of the need for all of our decisions to be taken 

with the goal of improving the children’s engagement with the mate-

rial sent home in order that they grow and learn though their work. 

 

Thanks to everyone who is sending material for Twitter to Mr. For-

ristal and to me at principal@holycrossschool.ie for the Nuachtlitir. 

If I am short of space any week I might have to knock on your sub-

mission to the following week, so please be patient. 

Enjoy the weekend everyone—Slán tamall, 

Beir bua is beannacht, 

Mr. Ultan Mac Mathúna 
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Many thanks to all of you who filled out the survey. We had a total of 187 responses from a possi-

ble 211 families—a huge response by any standard (either you really, really care or you’re stuck at 

home looking for something to do!!). 

The key findings are; 

The work is clearly set out and accessible. 

Nearly all children have access to devices on which to work (either shared or single use). 

There was variance in the times of day at which work is done (that’s fine). 

Only 14 responded that their child needs no assistance at all with their work (lucky for them!) 

 

The majority of respondents would rather that the teachers would set the home-

work for the week (set out in daily segments):126 for/59 against 

 

 

This is the breakdown of time spent doing the 

work: 

This reflects what we would expect from any group 

as we endeavor to hit the 2hr mark on average. The 

teachers have asked that any parent who would like 

their child to be assigned extra work can email them directly and they will assign ‘Extended Activ-

ities’. 

 

As far as preferences for types of work, you have expressed a real preference for 

work from the school books and project work, along with some web links. 

 

 

There was also an expression from many of you for a video from the class teachers. This comes a 

lot easier to some than others so we will try to address this as best we can … but please bear with 

us as we find our way through this. 

 

What came out very strongly was that parents are really appreciative of the 

lengths that the staff at the school has gone to in order to ensure as much support 

for the children and their families as possible. Thank you for your kind messages, 

they mean a lot to the teachers who are themselves dealing with the same issues as 

everyone else in the country at this time.  

School Survey Results 
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How Poland Celebrates Easter 
 

Amelia sent in a photo of the cake she made. It is a tra-
ditional Polish cake for Easter called Mazurek. 

Doing The Business 

Doesn’t Vojtech look very smart as he puts on his best 

clobber for work! 

Don’t dress for the job you have … dress for the job you 

want!!! 

RAINBOW'S POWER 

Red and blue, that's why I love you 

Pink and white, that makes me so bright 

Green and grey, that's how I pray 

Yellow and white, I wish you good night… 

Emma in 2nd Class 

Weekly Whole School Challenge! 
We had such a great response from the Easter Bonnet challenge that we 

have decided that each week there will be a Holy Cross Challenge which 

families can attempt if they would like. This week we are asking children 

(or even adults if they like) to have a go at making a small video/recording 

of a song or rap about their experience during this time of Covid-19. 

Just pop the file over to Mr Forristal (pforristal@holycrossschool.ie) or 

Mr Mac (principal@holycrossschool.ie). No prizes—just a bit of craic! 



 

It would 

be great 

to see  

poems/

stories 

and such 

for  

inclusion 

in the 

Nuacht-

litir. 

Feel free 

to for-

ward 

yours at 

anytime! 

Liam takes a break from 
writing to do some 
building—and he’s a 
Leinster fan I see! 
 

 
 
 
This is Taegun’s 2nd Class light-
house 
project—
You 
wouldn’t 
miss that 

on a dark night! 
 
 

Check out Taegun’s Earth Day Pro-
ject! 
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Tia made wonder-

ful Sushi 

 

It looks delicious 

Tia! 

 

 

 

Connie has mastered the ue 

sound and her cursive script is 

wonderful! 



 

Check out 
Hannah’s 
poem 
about her 
favourite 
spot in the 
world— 
Ballycon-
neely 

 

Do you 
know in 
which 
county is 
Ballycon-
neely? 
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Miriam is missing school so much 

she couldn’t resist stopping by on 

her walk (all within 2km of 

course!) 

 

 

 

 

 

It doesn’t matter where 

you choose to read—as 

long as you’re reading—

fair play Edie and Daithí 

THE  

HOLY  

CROSS  

WAY 
 

RESPECT  

 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 

 

KINDNESS 

 

 

TRY YOUR BEST 

 

 

INCLUDE ALL 

 

 

COMMUNITY 



CÚINNE GAEILGE 

 

Some resources online as Gaeilge: 

Clár Nua ar TG4 

Thosaigh clár nua Cúla4 ar Scoil Dé Luain dírithe ar dhaltaí bunscoile fad is a bheidh siad sa 
bhaile ón scoil. Glac páirt idir 10am agus 10.30am gach maidin ó Luan go hAoine 

https://www.cula4.com/en/shows/cula4-ar-scoil/ 

  

Ceardaíocht le Pádraig: Cluiche Fáinní Eilifint 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sci5VxQigus&feature=youtu.be 

  

Perhaps some parents might like to improve their Gaeilge? 

Learning Irish for higher-level learners: 

A learning resource that is very useful for intermediate to higher-level Irish Language learn-
ers is VIFAX which can be found on the link 

http://vifax.maynoothuniversity.ie/an-bhliain-acaduil-seo/ 

or simply Google ‘Vifax’ 

What’s 

Missing? 

These two canny 

cats did a wonderful 

jigsaw but left out a 

piece. Perhaps John 

‘Bubbles’ Dwyer or 

Mr. Mc Intyre/Mr. 

Fitzgerald could let 

us know which 

county in not in-

cluded? 

IS MISE AN MÚINTEOIR 

Abairt na seachtaine: Rinne mé cáca don tae. Bhí sé blasta.  

(I made a cake for tea. It was tasty!) 

https://ballybodenstendas.cmail20.com/t/j-l-qjlkktl-jltruist-o/
https://ballybodenstendas.cmail20.com/t/j-l-qjlkktl-jltruist-b/
https://ballybodenstendas.cmail20.com/t/j-l-qjlkktl-jltruist-x/

